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Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary for Priests 

 1.  The Agony in the Garden 
While in fervent and agonized prayer, Our Lord seeks to unite His human will 
perfectly to the will of the Father. He accepts the chalice of the Cross in loving 
obedience for the glory of the Father and in order to bring about our redemption.  
 
Let us pray,  
Eternal High Priest, we pray that Your priests will constantly seek to 
submit in obedience to the will of the Father in all things and to align 
their vision to Your supernatural vision. May they unite themselves fully to 
You in prayer in the Garden as they endure the sufferings they are called 
to embrace as Your priests. Lead them to willingly accept the agonies and 
desolations that come from a complete surrender to You, so that by their 
great love for You, they may glorify the Most Holy Trinity and be perfected 
in charity through their promise of obedience. 
 
2.  The Scourging at the Pillar 
Through the desolation of the scourging at the pillar, Christ heals us by His 
stripes. He endures the sufferings of the flesh so that we too may overcome the 
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil by uniting ourselves to Him at 
the pillar.  
 
Eternal High Priest, we pray that Your priests will accept all of the 
lashings they must endure in their priestly ministry as the means by 
which they are configured more closely to You. Fill them with great 
fortitude and patience. Give them the strength to overcome the 
temptations of the flesh, the devil, and the world and anything that may 
lead them away from perfect union with You. Give them the strength they 
need to persevere in their priestly ministry and to find joy in their 
afflictions and periods of loneliness united to You at the pillar.  

3. The Crowning with Thorns 



Our Lord is crowned with thorns as an inversion of His Divine Kingship. He is 
derided, persecuted, mocked, and beaten. He calls us to unite our own 
persecutions and humiliations to Him, which we are promised in this life as His 
disciples.  
 
Eternal High Priest, we pray that your priests may unite their 
humiliations, criticisms, calumnies, spiritual warfare, misunderstandings, 
and persecutions to You. Remind them that they wear a crown of thorns 
in this life, so that they may bring many souls to you in eternity. 
Strengthen them in the knowledge that they will exchange their crown of 
thorns for a crown of glory in the next life. May they keep their eyes fixed 
on You their “thorn-crowned captain” despite the hatred and spiritual 
warfare they encounter living their sacred office.  

4. The Carrying of the Cross 
Christ carries the Cross burdened with the weight of our sins. He does so in love 
and in order to show us the way to eternal life. We must follow Him on the Way 
of the Cross in order to become the saints we are called to be. 

Eternal High Priest, we pray that Your priests will lovingly embrace the 
heavy cross placed upon their shoulders at ordination. Keep them from 
abandoning their cross despite how many times they fall and how heavy it 
becomes along the way. Lead them into the depths of Your love, which can 
only be found in the desolation of the Cross. Help them to see Our 
Heavenly Mother walking beside them guiding them deeper into Your 
Most Sacred Heart. Show Your priests that she is united to each one of 
them in their burdens and how she daily ministers to each one of them 
through the tender love of her Immaculate Heart. 

5. The Crucifixion of Our Lord 
Our Lord dies on the Cross in expiation for our sins. He pours out every ounce of 
His blood for the salvation of souls in kenotic love to the Father united to the 



Spirit. It is on the Cross that He calls each one of us to die-to-self and to love as 
He loves. 

Eternal High Priest, we pray that Your priests will seek to be crucified 
with you on the Cross in every moment of their priestly ministry. May this 
crucifixion lead them into deeper union with Your Real Presence in the 
Holy Eucharist, which is the source of their priestly identity. Give all 
priests the courage to abandon themselves completely in love to the 
Father, united to You in the Spirit on the Cross, so that they may be 
transfigured into the priest-saints they are called to be. By Your grace, may 
their dying-to-self every day lead to the salvation of countless souls and an 
outpouring of Your radiant love throughout the world. 

Hail Holy Queen… 

St. Michael the Archangel… 

Prayer for Priests by St. John Vianney 
God, please give to your Church today 
many more priests after your own heart. 
May they be worthy representatives of Christ the Good Shepherd. 
May they wholeheartedly devote themselves to prayer and penance; 
be examples of humility and poverty; 
shining models of holiness; 
tireless and powerful preachers of the Word of God; 
zealous dispensers of your grace in the sacraments. 
May their loving devotion to your Son Jesus in the Eucharist 
and to Mary his Mother 
be the twin fountains of fruitfulness for their ministry. 

Amen. 



Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us. 

Mary, Queen of the Clergy, pray for us. 

St. Joseph, pray for us. 

St. John Vianney, pray for us. 

Intercessory Prayers for Priests 

Let us pray: Crucified Jesus, Our Eternal High Priest, You said to the 
Father, “I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for 
those whom you have given Me, for they are Yours (John 17:9).” For 
them, Your priests, we pray. 

Our response is: Christ, graciously hear us. 

For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, that he may be constantly guided by 
the Holy Spirit in order to faithfully lead the Church into deeper 
communion with the Most Holy Trinity and the world to conversion and 
repentance in You, O Lord. Christ, hear us. 
 
Christ, graciously hear us. 

For Bishop Knestout and all bishops, that they will always seek to fulfill 
their sacred office of teaching, governing, and sanctifying Your people and 
truly lead us to a deeper love of You by their holy example. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 



For Fr. Kevin Segerblom, Fr. John Christian, and all priests, that they will 
fully surrender to being crucified with You each day in order to be 
configured more closely to You on the Cross for the salvation of souls. May 
they become the priest-saints they are called to be as mediators of Your 
graces, spiritual fathers, and shepherds to Your people. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

For our seminarians who are on retreat this week, and for all seminarians, 
may the Holy Spirit—through the Immaculate Heart of Mary—guide each 
one of them to willingly accept a calling to the priesthood if it is in 
accordance with Your will. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

For an increase in holy vocations to the priesthood. May You raise up men 
of heroic virtue who are willing to lay down their lives in service and 
union with You, the Eternal Bridegroom, for Your Bride, the Church. 
Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

For deacons and all men in formation to the diaconate, that You will 
emboldened them to boldly proclaim the Word of God and serve 
reverently at the altar. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

Lead priests to courageously proclaim the Good News in truth and charity 
regardless of what it may cost them in this life. Set them free from self-



love, fear, and doubt so they may become true ministers of your Word. 
Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

Help your priests to be truly fruitful spiritual fathers who administer the 
Sacraments with great joy. Through their holy example, may they lead 
many souls to the waters of Baptism and a life of discipleship. Christ, hear 
us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

Increase in priests a profound yearning for union with Your Real Presence 
in the Holy Eucharist, where the ultimate source of their priestly identity 
is found. May they always celebrate the Mass with reverent devotion and 
ardent love for You; seeking never to offend You. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

Lead priests to a greater devotion to Our Blessed Mother. May she draw 
them into the depths of her Immaculate Heart, walk with them on the 
Way of the Cross, and protect the promises they made on their ordination 
day. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

Guide priests to be truly wise, humble, loving, and merciful Confessors, so 
that through the Sacrament of Penance, countless souls may return to 
you, O Lord, through the forgiveness of their sins. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 



May priests be given the fortitude and compassion they need to minister 
to the sick and the dying. Through the graces of their ministry, may they 
vanquish fear, cast away the Enemy, and bring strength and healing to the 
afflicted through the Sacraments. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

Strengthen priests facing temptations, intense spiritual warfare, 
desolation, and loneliness who are struggling to go on in their priesthood. 
In Your immense love for priests, send Your Mother to minister to each 
priest and guide them to remain steadfast in their ordination promises. 
Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

Deepen the fraternal bonds of charity between Your priests, O Lord. May 
they seek to live as spiritual brothers united to one another by the 
ontological union they share with You as priests. Guide them to mend 
disagreements and divisions quickly for the sake of their communion with 
You, one another, and the faithful. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

For priests who are betraying You, Lord, that they may repent and be 
converted through the Sacrament of Confession. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

In reparation for the sins of those priests who sexually abused children or 
adults in their care. Bring healing and peace to all abuse victims and 



repentance to those priests who committed such egregious sins. Christ, 
hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

In reparation for the times our bishops and priests have failed to teach, to 
govern, and to sanctify Your people because they chose the world, the 
flesh, or the devil over You. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

In reparation for priests’ sins against the Holy Eucharist. May they 
worthily celebrate every Mass in union with the Most Holy Trinity and 
repent and return to You whenever they fail to live up to this calling. 
Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

In reparation for the sins of the laity against the priesthood. May we truly 
see them as the spiritual fathers chosen by You to lead Your people and 
follow their guidance with greater humility and charity.  Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

Lead all the faithful—priests, religious, and laity—to truly forgive the sins 
of priests from the heart as You forgave each one of us from the Cross, so 
that true healing and renewal can take place within the Church. Christ, 
hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 



For priests who are persecuted throughout the world, that their sacrifices 
may lead to the conversion of many souls to You and their rewards be 
great in heaven. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

Strengthen Your priests who are sick and dying. Lead them to surrender 
fully to the Cross, so they may grow in more intimate union with You 
through their afflictions and prepare for eternal life. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

For bishops, priests, and deacons in Purgatory. May their time of 
purification end soon so they may enter into the joy of Your Beatific Vision 
in the company of the angels and saints. Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

We entrust all priests to Your Most Sacred Heart through the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, now and forever, as we pray: 

Hail Mary… 


