
 LIFE TEEN PARENT LETTER

YOU WON’T FIND JESUS HERE: GOD IN THE SINNER

Check out our Parent Life website at ltparentlife.com for resources on how to guide your teen in a 
faith-filled way through modern day culture!

LIFE NIGHT: GOD IN THE SINNER

CONTENT OVERVIEW

We are all experiencing an influx of content in our email inboxes and on social media. 
Every time we look to social media, we see someone talking about self-care, their 
experience of quarantine, new projects they are undertaking, or how they are combating 
boredom. Countless musicians are live streaming concerts and sharing their music, and 
many celebrities are recording videos of their life in quarantine. Each day we are given 
opportunities to participate in a digital Mass, pray a rosary, listen to a reflection, join for 
virtual praise and worship, or hear an inspiring message. These experiences can be great, 
but they can also leave us feeling an immense pressure to “utilize this time” or be the 
best at quarantine life, doing all the right things, setting all the right boundaries, doing 
all the right exercises, cooking all the right food, and praying all the right prayers. 

As we experience this pressure to be the best or do the best, we may find division rather 
than connection. When we look at our lives, or the lives of others, we can be tempted to 
measure and compare ourselves. This mentality does not only occur when we want to 
“live our best quarantine life,” as it can also affect our spiritual lives in whether we believe 
ourselves or others are worthy of God’s love. The people of Jesus’ time faced this same 
temptation to judge each other, which is why so many pious Jews were scandalized by 
the people Jesus chose to associate with. Rather than spending time with those who 
seemed “worthy” or “the best,” Jesus spent time with those who were marginalized, 
disregarded, or looked down upon — “the sinners.” Jesus invites us to take an honest 
look at how we think about and treat others. Are there people we consider unworthy 
of God’s love because of the choices they make? While we may not explicitly say this, 
our actions and attitudes can communicate that certain people are not welcome or not 
to be associated with. Or perhaps we have been on the receiving end of isolation or 
marginalization because of how people perceive us or our family. 

When Jesus dined with sinners and went to the houses of the tax collectors, He was 
revealing a truth that is central to our faith: God’s love is unconditional. God’s love is not 
given to us based on our successes, nor is it taken away if we fail or sin. We are called to 
love like this. 

During this Life Night series, we will explore who Jesus is and where we can find Him. We 
will examine the reality that God comes to level our perceived notions of worthiness and 
strip down the negative labels we have put on people (and possibly the positive labels 
we have put on ourselves) to reveal that none of us are “better than” in His eyes. We are 
all sinners who fall short, but we are wildly loved by a merciful God.
  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What does it mean to you that God loves you unconditionally?

2. Is it hard for you to believe that you are loved, even when you sin? Why?

3. How can we, as a family, be more loving toward one another and be an example of God,   
who loves sinners?


