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Stand and make sign of cross

God, come to my assistance.
	 Lord, make haste to help me.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
   and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
   and will be for ever. Amen.  

Hymn

Take up your cross, the Savior said, 
If you would my disciple be; 
Deny yourself, the world forsake, 
And humbly follow after me.
Take up your cross, let not its weight 
Fill your weak spirit with alarm; 
His strength shall bear your spirit up, 
Shall brace your heart and nerve your arm.
Take up your cross then in his strength, 
And ev’ry danger calmly brave, 
To guide you to a better home, 
And vict’ry over death and grave.
Take up your cross and follow Christ, 
Nor think till death to lay it down; 
For only he who bears the cross 
May hope to wear the glorious crown.
To you, great Lord, the One in three, 
All praise for evermore ascend; 
O grant us here below to see 
The heav’nly life that knows no end.

Melody: Breslau or Winchester New L.M.; Music: (Breslau) As hymnodus sacer, 
1625, or (Winchester New) Musikalisches Handbuch, Hamburg, 1690; Text: Charles 
William Everest, 1814-1877, adapted by Anthony G. Petti; © 1971 by Faber Music 
Ltd, London. Reproduced by kind permission of the publishers. All Rights Reserved.
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Sit or stand

Psalmody

Antiphon 

As I live, says the Lord, I do not wish the sinner to die but to turn 
back to me and live.

Psalm 119:161-168

XXI (Shin)

Though prínces oppréss me without cáuse ✶ 
I stand in áwe of your wórd. 
I táke delight in your prómise ✶ 
like óne who finds a tréasure.
Líes I háte and detést ✶ 
but your láw is my lóve. 
Séven times a dáy I práise you ✶ 
for your júst decrées.
The lóvers of your láw have great péace; ✶ 
they néver stúmble. 
I awáit your saving hélp, O Lórd, ✶ 
I fulfíll your commánds.
My sóul obéys your wíll ✶ 
and lóves it déarly. 
I obéy your précepts and your wíll; ✶ 
all that I dó is befóre you.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, ✶ 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, ✶ 
and will be for ever. Amen.

Psalm 133

Joy when hearts are united in love

Let us love one another, for love is of God (1 John 4:7).

How góod and how pléasant it ís, ✶ 
when bróthers líve in únity!
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It is líke precious óil upon the héad ✶ 
running dówn upon the béard, 
running dówn upon Áaron’s béard, ✶ 
upon the cóllar of his róbes.
It is líke the dew of Hérmon which fálls ✶ 
on the héights of Zíon. 
For thére the Lórd gives his bléssing, ✶ 
lífe for éver.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, ✶ 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, ✶ 
and will be for ever. Amen.

Psalm 140:1-9, 13-14

Lord, you are my refuge

The Son of Man will be handed over to wicked men (Matthew 26:45).

Réscue me, Lórd, from evil mén; ✶ 
from the víolent kéep me sáfe, 
from thóse who plan évil in their héarts ✶ 
and stír up strífe every dáy; 
who shárpen their tóngue like an ádder’s, ✶ 
with the póison of víper on their líps.
Lord, guárd me from the hánds of the wícked; † 
from the víolent kéep me sáfe; ✶ 
they plán to máke me stúmble. 
The próud have hídden a tráp, † 
have spréad out línes in a nét, ✶ 
set snáres acróss my páth.
I have sáid to the Lórd: “You are my Gód.” ✶ 
Lord, héar the crý of my appéal! 
Lord my Gód, my míghty hélp, ✶ 
you shíeld my héad in báttle. 
Do not gránt the wícked their desíre ✶ 
nor lét their plóts succéed.
I know that the Lórd will avénge the póor, ✶ 
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that hé will do jústice for the néedy. 
Yes, the júst will práise your náme: ✶ 
the úpright shall líve in your présence.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, ✶ 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, ✶ 
and will be for ever. Amen.
Antiphon

As I live, says the Lord, I do not wish the sinner to die but to turn 
back to me and live.
Sit 

Reading

See Jeremiah 3:12, 14a

Return, says the Lord, 
   I will not remain angry with you; 
For I am merciful, 
   I will not continue my wrath forever. 
Return, rebellious children, says the Lord.
Verse

Turn your face away from my sins.
	 Blot out all my guilt.

Stand

Concluding Prayer

Let us pray.
Father, our source of life, 
you know our weakness. 
May we reach out with joy to grasp your hand 
and walk more readily in your ways.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.
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	 Amen.
Acclamation

Let us praise the Lord.
	 And give him thanks.
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